
Help us fulfil our aim to digitise approximately 
a third of the Library's holdings over five years. 
The Library seeks supporters to invest in the 
future of Holocaust remembrance, education, 
and research.

The Wiener Holocaust Library holds an 
estimated two million physical items 
documenting the fates of victims of the 
Holocaust and Nazi persecution. We are the 
only institution in the world that has been 
continuously collecting evidence of Nazi 
activities since 1933. Our unique collections, 
therefore, have a unique contribution to make 
to the wider digital economy and learning 
environment. We can help ensure that accurate, 
authentic information about the Holocaust is 
accessible and engaging, and that it is used to 
counter misinformation and hatred.  

Our ambitious five-year digital transformation 
project begins this autumn. It will revolutionise 
access to The Wiener Holocaust Library’s 
archive. A far greater number of our collections 
will be available online, via a dedicated digital 
library. Digitising collections helps us reach 
wider audiences, and digitally preserve our 
most fragile items. We have already secured 
£310,000 funding for the first two years of 
the project but now need your help to obtain 

matched funds to support our planned budget 
of £310,000. The total project budget over five 
years is £665,000.

Our Digital Transformation Project will enable 
us to meet the increasingly digital needs of the 
21st century by allowing our users to access 
our digitised material from anywhere in the 
world. The project relies on four strands of 
activities. The first of these will create a digital 
tool that uses the latest technology to make 
searching all our collections simple and fast. 
The second will see us scale up digitisation 
of documents, books and photos (see table 
below); the third strand will ensure that our 
holdings are described fully and accurately to 
make them easy to discover; the fourth strand 
will focus on the preservation of our most 
fragile collections using conservation and 
preservation techniques. 
 

Transforming The Wiener 
Holocaust Library for the 
21st Century

Building a Path for 
Digital Discovery:

‘Hidden writings’ 
from the Library’s 
archives. (See below)



This project will enable the Library to expand 
its international reach as our documents 
will be available to global audiences online. 
We will utilise and share these documents 
with students and teachers via our online 
educational resource The Holocaust Explained. 
In January 2021, our main website underwent 
a major upgrade and our online resources 
already have large audiences, with over two 
million users per year worldwide. This project 
aims to grow this global audience still further 
in the years to come. Our digitised material 
will be made accessible from anywhere in the 
world. It will help to inspire new research and 
creative responses to archive materials.

The Library’s extensive collections include 
key items that have a unique appeal to global 

audiences due to their historical significance. 
It will allow us to digitise thousands of pages 
of unique material, such as early eyewitness 
reports from camps such as Auschwitz 
and Bergen-Belsen; evidence of political 
antisemitism and fascism across Europe, 
Britain and elsewhere; rare newspapers 
and reports written by Displaced Persons 
and Holocaust survivors after liberation; 
and correspondence from famous figures 
including Albert Einstein, Wassily Kandinsky 
and Hannah Arendt. Other striking items 
include a collection of anti-Nazi resistance 
material from Germany, known as 
Tarnschriften: ‘hidden writings’ and a unique 
collection of Nazi children’s books, games, 
and toys, one of the biggest propaganda 
collections outside of Germany. 

An outline of progress we can make with digitisation over 5 years:

Rare Books Unique Documents Pages Online

Project Goal 2,000 rare books will 
be digitised

200,000 pages will be 
digitised

Over 400,000 pages 
added online

Increase from current 
status in % (by 2024)

From 10% to 33% From 4% to 20% More than ten times 
what is currently 
available



Our vision for our Digital Transformation 
Project for 2024 and beyond is:

1. To become the leading transatlantic digital 
resource for learning and research on topics 
related to the Holocaust and other genocides;

2. To secure the long-term preservation of 
the Library’s unique collection of material of 
outstanding significance for future generations 
and to provide access to the world;

3. To respond creatively to the challenges 
posed by the Coronavirus pandemic in the 
context of a world where antisemitism and 
racism are on the rise.

We need your help in order to:

• Purchase state-of-the-art equipment and 
software, allowing for rapid digitisation and 
searching; 

• Harness the power of new technologies and 
approaches, including artificial intelligence; 

• Employ a digital specialist to oversee the 
project; 

• Hire people with digitalisation and 
cataloguing skills to carry out the work set out 
in the project plan; 

• To consult with experts in 
digitisation in order to make informed, 
sustainable choices about the best way to 
manage and preserve our digital assets;

• Purchase tools and equipment to prepare 
and house fragile materials prior to and after 
digitisation.

Our full budget and project plan is available on 
request.  Please contact 
fundraising@wienerholocaustlibrary.org

Year 1
September 2021 start

£136,000 needed
£136,000 raised

Year 2
September 2022 start

£174,250 needed
£174,250 raised

Year 3-5
September 2023 start

£355,000 needed

 

Total £665,000 estimated minimum budget to 
secure the digital future of one of the world’s 
most important repositories of evidence of the 
Holocaust and other genocides

Project budget overview


