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A message from our Chair

 
Dear Friend,  

First, I wish to pay tribute to all my colleagues at the Library, whether my 
fellow Trustees (individually and collectively), our Director,  his Senior 
Management Team and all members of staff for their steadfastness and 
willingness to adapt to the historically difficult pandemic times we have all 
lived through. I’m proud of  the way all at the Library rallied to ensure that  
the impact and public benefit the Library delivers was minimally impacted.

The flexibility all staff showed allowed us to continue to deliver on our 
strategic priorities with the Library’s reach increasing across all of our core 
and target audiences. We adapted to prioritise the delivery of certain key 
projects better suited for delivery during COVID. Illustratively, last year we 
were able to deliver our new website earlier than planned allowing us this 
year to realise the significant benefits that this new online presence offers. 

As this Review demonstrates we have made great progress delivering 
against all of our strategic priorities, with particular emphasis given to 
enhancing and evolving our digital presence. This is continuing at pace this 
year. Not only have we significantly increased the size of our Digital Library, 
but we have also shown great agility in seamlessly moving our events online 
with audience numbers increasing significantly. With our investment in 
hybrid meeting technology and working with all of our partners, these areas 
will continue to grow from strength to strength. 

This year also saw the establishment of our Future Generations working 
group ably led by one of our Trustees and our Director, designed to facilitate 
feedback from a diverse younger generation on how the Library’s collections 
and its expertise on the Holocaust and other genocides remains relevant.  
An important initiative to help inform our strategic thinking. 

The Library’s role is as important as ever. The pandemic and Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine are only serving to further inflame the dark forces of antisemitism, 
xenophobia, and other prejudices and intolerance. These forces need to be 
confronted and the Library will remain focussed on playing its important 
part.  The Library will continue to engage publicly on particular issues when 
we feel we have licence to do so given our mission, history and collections. 

Our ability to deliver in this way and to do so on a firm footing is thanks  
to our Patrons, our partners, Members, and particularly the community  
of funders and individuals who have supported us during this turbulent 
year. All at the Library are enormously grateful for your continued generous 
support.

With thanks,

Anthony Landes  
Chair of The Wiener  
Holocaust Library
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Dear Friend,

This year the Wiener Holocaust Library has achieved a huge amount and 
I am proud to present this review. We have seen growth of our online 
and in person audiences, fascinating new items added to our collections 
and rapid progress in digitisation, education, and outreach. Even so, we 
cannot ignore the perils we face as a society at a time of war and great 
uncertainty.

Having digitised 100,000 pages this year, the Library’s collections are  
more accessible than ever. Wherever you are in the world, you will soon  
be able to open many of our books, or collections of documents or 
photographs. This will give us a new window into the past. 

We have created a moving online resource in the Refugee Map, 
supported by the Arts Council. We have also gone on the road to 
Belfast and Manchester, opening people’s eyes to the depth and variety 
of Holocaust-related collections available for family research. We 
have expanded our education programme to inform and educate all 
regardless of their background, with more teachers and young people 
working with us than ever before.

In our determination to bring the past to life, do we risk blinding ourselves 
to the present and its dangers? The same doubts must have faced Alfred 
Wiener and his contemporaries who witnessed the rise of the Nazis. 

Our exhibitions and travelling exhibitions this year, including Fighting 
Antisemitism, which directly examined Wiener’s anti-Nazi work, and  
Dr Wiener’s Library, launched at the House of Lords, were conceived to 
speak directly to present-day issues. 

The past cannot be escaped, but it can be understood and interrogated. 
Photographs can show. Documents can tell. Minds – so plastic and active 
– take their shape from what has been preserved. And from the stories 
we tell about the past.

When Alfred Wiener warned of coming pogroms in 1919, he knew that his 
German-Jewish identity was the target of vicious, deliberate, and growing 
racism. Antisemites were determined to distort reality to find a scapegoat. 
Wiener was determined to uphold the truth. Even as a tidal wave of hatred 
overwhelmed him and his family, his colleagues, his world, Wiener clung  
to the truth and the evidence that underpinned it.  

We have achieved a great deal this year, with your help. More can be 
done, and more is needed.

Best wishes,

Dr Toby Simpson  
Director of The Wiener  
Holocaust Library



The  
Enid Fordham  
Photograph  
Collection
The photographs featured throughout  
this review were taken in Bergen-Belsen 
Displaced Persons camp 1945–1946. This is 
one of the many important collections that we 
have digitised this year as part of our Digital 
Transformation Project.
The album was donated to the Library as part of a wider 
collection of documents including correspondence, 
Holocaust survivor testimony and family photographs.

Above: A note entered in the first 
page of Fordham's photograph 
album, detailing her mission with 
the British Red Cross.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collection

Right: Irene England and Claus Perl. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collection

Below: A page from Enid Fordham's 
photo albums. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collection
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Digital  
Transformation  
Project 
The pandemic served to demonstrate the need  
to move faster with our digitisation agenda.  
Our major five-year project will see a third of  
our collections digitised and made available  
to the public online.
Digitising a significant proportion of our collection ensures 
that the Library’s digital archive will leverage its reach to the 
fullest extent possible, both nationally and internationally.

Left: A digitised Red Cross  
message from our Family Paper 
Collection. Carla Heimann writes  
to her daughter to explain her  
father has been deported to 
Theresienstadt ghetto. 
Wiener Holocaust Library  
Collections

Above left: A digitised photograph 
from the Ludwig Neumann family 
papers collection.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

Currently being digitised
29 archival boxes relating to the  
Nuremberg War Crimes Trial.
360 tapes from our VHS collection.
The 'Blue Albums', several important 
photograph albums that form the backbone 
of the Library's photographic collection.  
One collection of photos from the Jewish 
Relief Fund will shortly be digitised thanks  
to a Townsweb Archiving Digitisation Grant.
Three large family paper collections 
covering 65 archival boxes, containing 
historically significant documents spanning 
from 1850 to the present day.

Read more

We’ve scanned  
103,768 pages this year 

including:
141 document collections

450 pamphlets
78 periodical issues
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Exhibitions
Fighting Antisemitism  
from Dreyfus to Today
At an event in March 2022, we launched 
our new exhibition on the struggle against 
antisemitism. Actress Tracy-Ann Oberman 
officially opened the exhibition and spoke 
powerfully of her own experiences.
Curated partly in response to worrying trends in 
contemporary antisemitism, this timely exhibition 
revealed the history of the fight against antisemitism 
over the last century in France, Britain and Germany.

Through unique and never seen before documents 
from the Library’s collections, and striking photographs 
from the Community Security Trust’s archives, we 
spotlighted the stories of the individuals, organisations 
and campaigns that have fought against antisemitism 
since the time of the Dreyfus Affair in 1890s France. 

The exhibition shone a light on the various strategies 
that those fighting against antisemitism have taken 
over the last one hundred years and more, from 
publishing pamphlets refuting antisemitic ideas, to 
gathering evidence about the activities of antisemites, 
to street fighting and the infiltration of fascist groups.

This exhibition was accompanied by a series of talks 
and discussions on the history of antisemitism and 
relevant contemporary issues, many of which can be 
viewed online via the Library's YouTube channel.

“The Library’s latest exhibition sets out the fascinating 
past of anti-antisemitism, as well as how this struggle  
is being renewed today in the face of new threats.  
I would encourage everyone to visit”. 
Sir Simon Schama

Above: A collection of leaflets 
compiled to refute Nazi 
antisemitism. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

This Fascist Life: Radical Right 
Movements in Interwar Europe
Drawing upon The Wiener Holocaust Library’s unique 
archival collections, as well as the expertise of an 
international group of experts in interwar fascism, this 
exhibition focused on the experiences of rank-and-file 
members of fascist movements in the interwar period.

Right: A British Union of Fascists 
Supporter in the 1930s. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections
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Upcoming…
In September 2022 we launch 
'There was a time...': Jewish Family 
Photographs before 1939. Drawn 
from our extensive collections of 
Jewish refugee family papers, this 
exhibition showcases family and 
vernacular photography.

Right: Photograph of Dorothea Jacoby  
née Salinger c. 1910. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

Above: A group of fascists at a  
Mosley rally in Dalston, May 1948.
Courtesy of the Community Security Trust

“Powerful and  
timely exhibition, 
inspiring vigilance 

and stressing the need 
to continue the fight 

against antisemitism”
Exhibition Visitor
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Dr Wiener’s Library
In January 2022, we launched our new Travelling 
Exhibition on the history of the Library at the 
House of Lords at an event addressed by Lord Alf 
Dubs and Lord Daniel Finkelstein, the grandson 
of the Library's founder Dr Alfred Wiener. 
This travelling exhibition, now available to borrow, traces 
the history of the Library and its collections in the context 
of the devastating historical events that shaped them.

“My grandfather always had an eye on the 
political impact of the Collections – it wasn’t 
merely an academic exercise. The library still 
very much operates in that tradition, ensuring 
its Collections support our understanding not 
just of the past, but the present too.”
Lord Daniel Finkelstein

“Our future depends on understanding 
the Holocaust to ensure we can live by its 
lessons. It’s great that the exhibition is being 
taken to other parts of the country – if ever 
people needed to be aware of the horrors  
of the Holocaust, it is now.” 
Lord Alf Dubs

Main image: Dr Alfred Wiener at 
his desk in Manchester Square, 
London c. 1950s. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

View the Exhibition
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Leave to Land:  
The Kitchener Camp Rescue, 1939
In March 2022, we were pleased to display  
Dr Clare Weissenberg's exhibition on  
The Kitchener Camp rescue. The exhibition  
tells the story of the extraordinary escape of 4,000 
Jewish men from Nazi Germany. 

Top left: Students  
view the Leave to Land 
travelling exhibition. 

Left: Residents of  
the Kitchener Camp,  
c. 1939–1940.
Wiener Holocaust Library 
Collections

Bottom left: An excerpt  
from a Visitor's Book at  
the Kitchener Camp. 
Wiener Holocaust Library 
Collections

Read more

DIGITISATION  
SPOTLIGHT

In July 2022 we digitised a 
collection of documents from Jonas 
May, the Director of the Kitchener 
Camp, donated by the May family. 
The collection includes the camp 
visitor book. It features entries by 
politicians, dignitaries and military 

figures including Helen and Norman 
Bentwich, Leo Baeck, Lord and  

Lady Astor and members of  
the Layton family.
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Education Outreach

The Library’s educational outreach has  
grown significantly throughout 2021-2022.  
We have recruited an Education Officer,  
Kiera Fitzgerald, whose focus is on working 
with schools, and expanded our online and  
in-person educational programme. 

We have offered more workshops, talks and tours to 
more schools and students than ever before. 

We have piloted virtual and multi-school workshops, 
allowing us to reach students across Britain. 

We have given workshops on a variety of topics 
including Using Photographs in Teaching About 
the Holocaust; The Nazi Rise to Power; The Day of 
‘Liberation’; Jewish Resistance during the Holocaust, 
and Nazi Persecution of Roma and Sinti.

740 students (576 in 2020) / 95 teachers (95 in 2020) reached.

Our educational website for schools,  
The Holocaust Explained, has continued to 
grow and develop in 2022. New sections 
include articles on internment in Britain, child 
rescue and women in Nazi-controlled Europe.

Left: The Registration Certificate of  
Mathilde Kibel, a German Jewish Refugee  
who was interned on the Isle of Man. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections
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“I wanted to take the time 
to express thanks on behalf 
of classmates and myself 
for taking time to speak 
with us about the important 
and humbling work you 
and your colleagues are 
doing through the Wiener 
Holocaust Library. ”
Praise from university students

Opposite: Kiera Fitzgerald delivers 
a workshop to ambassadors of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust.
Wiener Holocaust Library

 

Below: A Pamphlet Published by the 
National Socialist Women's league.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

Above: Child survivors of the Holocaust 
arrive in Windemere, repatriated by the 
Central British Fund.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

How can we help?

The Holocaust Explained 
is an extensive educational 
website, designed with 
the British curriculum in 
mind, comprehensively 
exploring the causes, course 
and consequences of the 
Holocaust. The site features 
over 250 articles and 500 
primary sources from the 
Library’s unique archive, as  
well as survivor testimony,  
a glossary, and a timeline.

Digital lesson packs 
which include background 
information, worksheets, 
activities, primary sources and 
a glossary, on a diverse array of 
topics that can be downloaded 
for free, easy-to-use, pre-
planned, adaptable lessons.

Digital and in-person 
student workshops with  
the Library’s expert staff on 
topics such as The Weimar 
Republic and the Nazi rise  
to power, propaganda  
and genocide and  
Jewish resistance to  
the Holocaust. 

Guided tours of our archival 
collections and exhibitions.

Expert advice  
from Library  
specialists.

Learning about  
the Holocaust
Resources for students and teachers

Teaching about the Holocaust is complex and challenging, 
and finding accurate, reliable and engaging resources for 
students can be difficult. The Wiener Holocaust Library’s 
education team is here to help. 

The Library, founded in 1933, is the world’s oldest Holocaust archive, and the most extensive  
and important collection of documents relating to the Holocaust and Nazism in Britain.  
Based in central London, we aim to be a living memorial to the evils of the past by putting  
our wealth of unique materials at the service of the future. 

In line with this mission, we have a diverse education programme to guide and offer  
practical support to teachers and educators approaching the Nazi era and the Holocaust.

All of our activities and resources are free  
and adaptable to suit your students.

To find out more, visit www.theholocaustexplained.org  
or contact us www.wienerholocaustlibrary.org
  learning@wienerlibrary.co.uk  
   +44 (0) 207 636 7247

Above: Wolfgang Josephs, a German Jewish refugee later 
known as Peter Johnson, pictured with his father in the 1920s. 
This telegram was the last message Wolfgang received from  
his father before he was deported to Auschwitz.

HOLOCAUST  
EXPLAINED:

3,435,220  
page views  

2,037,159  
users 

227 
originating  
countries
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Research
Library staff publish their own scholarly 
research, which supports exhibitions, events 
and collections management. 

Dr Barbara Warnock and 
Dr Toby Simpson co-
edited Anti-Antisemitism: 
Countering Anti-Jewish 
Racism in Western 
Europe, 1890–1922, 
which is forthcoming in 
September 2022 and 
will be available from the 
Library’s online bookshop. 

Dr Christine Schmidt and 
Elise Bath are contributing 
a co-authored piece for 

a special issue of Culture Unbound: Journal of Current 
Cultural Research. Christine's article on Holocaust 
survivor and artist Sieg Mandaag is forthcoming in 
American Imago in 2023.

Dr Barbara Warnock and Elise Bath have co-authored 
an article focused on case studies of Roma and Sinti 
victims in the ITS Digital archive, published in a special 
edition of Jahrbücher für Geschichte Osteuropas  
in 2022.

Dr Stefanie Rauch contributed an essay on the limits 
of perpetrator oral history in Erinnern, erzählen, 
Geschichte schreiben. Oral History im 21. Jahrhundert.

Produced with the support of the
David Berg Foundation and the
Community Security Trust

Anti-Antisemitism:
Countering Anti-Jewish Racism in
Western Europe, 1890-2022

C
ountering

A
nti-Jew

ish
R
acism

in
W
estern

Europe,1890
-2022

A
nti-A

ntisem
itism

:

A BOOK OF ESSAYS

Ruth Harris

Dave Rich

Toby Simpson

Daniel Sonabend

BarbaraWarnock

StephenWilson

Robert S. Wistrich

Foreword by Julia Neuberger

£10.00

Ernst Fraenkel Prize Lectures
In February 2022 we hosted our Virtual Ernst Fraenkel 
Prize Lecture. We welcomed Dr Joanna Sliwa in 
conversation with Professor Natalia Aleksiun in honour of 
Dr Sliwa’s joint award of the 2020 prize. Dr Sliwa’s award-
winning book, Jewish Childhood in Kraków, is the first 
work to tell the history of the city in the Second World 
War through the lens of Jewish children’s experiences.

Future Generations  
of Holocaust Researchers
The Library has continued to convene the PhD and  
a Cup of Tea Series for PhD candidates and early  
career researchers.

In July 2022, ITS Archive Team Manager Elise Bath 
presented at Royal Holloway’s Summer Institute on the 
Holocaust and Jewish Civilisation, raising awareness of 
the Library and ITS Archive among doctoral students 
and early career researchers from across the world.

The Library hosts a number of workshops and seminars 
that highlight new research trends. In September 2022, 
in partnership with Royal Holloway’s Holocaust Research 
Institute, the Library will host a one-day workshop on 
Gender and the Holocaust.

10 PhD seminars  
hosted mid-2021  

– mid-2022

Far left: Margarete Kraus, a  
Czech Roma who was deported  
to Auschwitz, photographed in  
the 1960s. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

Left: A letter from a German  
Police Chief to the Arolsen 
Archives (International Tracing 
Service) relating to a Roma 
Holocaust survivor, Hans Braun.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections
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A Year in Numbers  
(2021–22)

1,905  
exhibition  

visitors

573  
Reading Room  

visitors

UK 35%

CHINA 4%

GERMANY 4%

AUSTRALIA 4%

US 30%

27,900  
digitised pages

90  
digitised document 
collections

566  
documents donated

LIBRARY
126  
NEW COLLECTIONS

74 
books

26 
pamphlets, manuscripts 
and unpublished memoirs

17 
document 
collections

3 
photograph 
collections

2 
periodicalsWEBSITE  

132,282  
users

INTERNATIONAL 
TRACING SERVICE62 

ACADEMICS

230 
SURVIVORS 
AND 
RELATIVES

292  
new enquiries 

processed

EDUCATION  
AND OUTREACH

129,000  
main website users

5,000+  
online attendees

64  
online events

…INCL.

2,037,159 
users

3,435,220  
page views

227  
originating countries
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Ukraine

Read the letter 
condemning Russian 
atrocities online

Spurred to action by the devastating invasion of Ukraine, 
in February the Library released a statement condemning 

Russian military aggression and the spurious distortion of the 
history and memory of the Holocaust that underpinned it.
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Panel Discussion – Ukrainian-Jewish 
Relations: History and Russian 
Instrumentalisation 
In March 2022 we welcomed a Virtual Panel of global 
experts on Ukraine to explore how historical knowledge 
can be applied to the current crisis. The panel analysed 
Ukrainian-Jewish relations in the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries, the Second World War and the 
Holocaust and Euromaiden and the ensuing war.

Histories of Ukraine at the Library
Staff at the Library curated a list of titles relating to  
the history of Ukraine to help those who want to 
consider how historical knowledge can be applied  
to current crises. 

Lending expertise
The Library’s staff have lent their expertise within their 
fields to further knowledge and consciousness about 
the current crisis. For example, Dr Chris Gilley, Archivist, 
contributed to the Archives and Records Association’s 
statement on the war in Ukraine.

“With fighting on the streets of Kyiv and elsewhere, 
there is the terrible danger that Ukraine’s central 
and local archival buildings will be hit, creating 
the prospect of the complete loss of unique and 
irreplaceable archival materials.”
Dr Chris Gilley

Above: Some of the curated titles visitors can find in the Reading Room. Above: A report from the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials 
Documents relating to the Holocaust in Ukraine.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections
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Finances 2021

2021 2020

INCOME £ £
Donations and grants from individuals and charitable organisations 289,645 239,297

Grant from The Wiener Library Endowment Trust 200,000 200,030

Grant from the Sigrid Rausing Trust  100,000 100,000

Grant from the German Foreign Office  119,616 90,709

Grant from the Association of Jewish Refugees 100,000 100,000

Government Grants (furlough) 16,869 32,563

Grants relating to Education and Outreach* 83,091 612,238

Grants relating to Collections activity*  211,522 350,389

Grants relating to Research* 171,048 268,082

Legacies 13,103 250

Other income 22,849 13,780

TOTAL  1,327,743 2,007,338

EXPENDITURE £ £
Fundraising 75,615 46,159

Library and Collections 350,269 494,234

Education and Outreach 266,599 147,326

Research 187,587 104,253

Premises 79,388 102,614

Support and Governance 240,546 101,268

TOTAL 1,200,004 995,854

Restricted Funds: Net Change in Available Grants 184,348 891,660

Unrestricted Funds: Net Change in Available Reserves -56,609 119,824
 

*This income is restricted and only available for purposes specified by the respective donors.  
It is not available for use in the general operations of the charity.
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Archive 
Collections
The Library continues to actively build and develop its 
collections, welcoming donations of original material 
relating to the Holocaust and other genocides, the 
Second World War, Jewish history, antisemitism and 
Jewish life before and after the war. 

In the last 12 months the Library received a total of 126 
collections donated towards its holdings: 17 document 
collections, including three digital photographic collections, 
74 books, two periodicals and 26 pamphlets, manuscripts, 
and unpublished memoirs including 12 digital collections. 

Particularly significant acquisitions include family papers 
detailing the refugee journeys of families escaping Nazi 
persecution and digital copies of a raft of archives from  
Jewish organisations in Europe from the nineteenth century  
up to the Nazi era.

Above: Photo albums  
from the Ludwig Neumann 
Family Papers Collection. 
Wiener Holocaust Library 
Collections

Left: An item of 
Tarnschriften purporting 
to be an instructional 
guide to chess. Inside the 
booklet is in fact a copy 
of the 1939 edition of The 
Communist International, 
the first section of which is 
entitled 'Lenin's Legacy'.
Wiener Holocaust Library 
Collections

Digitising our Collection  
of Tarnschriften
In July 2022, our project to digitise our 
rare collection of clandestine anti-Nazi 
pamphlets, Tarnschriften, concluded with 
the launch of a new online exhibition.

Visit the Online 
Exhibition
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Final Account Archive
Acclaimed documentary, Final Account, premiered 
in 2020 and features select accounts from some 
of the 250 individuals who were interviewed about 
their memories of and involvement in the Third 
Reich, Second World War and the Holocaust.  
The Director, Luke Holland, who sadly passed away 
in 2020 brought the Library on board to act as a 
repository for these voices. 

This year the remarkable collection of 500 hours of 
unedited footage became available exclusively at 
the Wiener Holocaust Library, UCL and the Institut 
National de l'Audiovisuel in France.

This project came to fruition thanks to cooperation 
between these archives, ZEF Productions, and 
Founding Partners, the Pears Foundation.

Opposite: Doris Zinkeisen paints the ‘Human laundry’.
© IWM Art.IWM ART LD 5468

This remarkable photograph depicts celebrated Scottish 
artist Doris Zinkeisen, pictured undertaking her work as 
a commissioned War Artist during her attachment with 
the British Red Cross. As the organisation's staff and 
resources moved into newly liberated areas, Zinkeisen 
was charged with recording the commission's activities. 
The resulting painting is held at the Imperial War 
Museum, and is pictured below.

Opposite (inset): The Refugee Map.

Family paper collections
This year the Library has continued to expand 
its family paper collections, most of which are 
related to the experiences of Jewish refugee 
families who came to Britain in the 1930s and 
1940s. Our ever-busy Senior Archivist typically 
accepts around fifty donations per year.

Supported by funding from Arts Council England, 
the Library’s Refugee Map visually traces refugee 
journeys with documents from our collections. 
The documents on this digital resource reveal and 
preserve the stories of the individuals and families 
that fled Nazi antisemitism and persecution.

Above: Screenshot from Refugee Map.

It is through generous donations 
that our collections continue to 
grow as a public resource. Find out 
how to donate your collections here:



19



20

Partnerships  
and International 
Outreach

Library staff are delighted to conduct  
outreach and forge linkages both nationally  
and internationally. 

Our valued partners include:

The Association of Jewish Refugees
The AJR is the largest charity supporting Holocaust survivors  
and refugees in the UK. As a key partner they support the  
Library's programmes and activities, including exhibitions  
and events which reflect the experiences and interests of the  
survivor and refugee communities.

Arolsen Archives
The Library's Director, Dr Toby Simpson, represented the United 
Kingdom at the International Commission of the International 
Tracing Service Archive (now Arolsen Archives) on 21 June 2022.

European Holocaust Research Infrastructure 
(EHRI)
The Library is a partner of the European Holocaust Research 
Infrastructure, and Dr Toby Simpson, Dr Barbara Warnock and  
Dr Christine Schmidt took part in the General Partners Meetings in 
Prague and Amsterdam in 2022. We also hosted two Conny Kristel 
EHRI Fellows this year, Maria Pantazi and Laura Hobson Faure.

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA)
The Library's representative to the UK IHRA Delegation  
is Dr Christine Schmidt. This year’s plenary meeting was  
held in Sweden in June 2022.

Granta Books
This year the Library has continued to work in partnership with 
Granta Books to plan and begin translation work for the follow-up  
to 2019’s debut publication, The Fatherland and the Jews.



2121

Enid Fordham Photo Collection, 
Willie, Stan and Rene in 
Hamburg (top) and on the Polish 
Repatriation Train (bottom).
 
Inset: An eyewitness account  
of Kristallnacht.
 
All Wiener Holocaust Library Collections
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The Holocaust & Genocide Research Partnership 
(HGRP), led by The Wiener Holocaust Library and 
the Holocaust Research Institute at Royal Holloway, 
University of London has continued to undertake 
fascinating research projects, workshops and events.

On 17 February 2022, the HGRP sponsored the 
Mileage, Mobility, Memory: Conflict Transport and 
Vehicular Networks in a Transnational Frame workshop 
at the National Railway Museum in York.

To mark 2022's Refugee Week and the Library's 
launch of its new Refugee Map, HGRP organised an 
interdisciplinary virtual symposium, Mapping Migration, 
on the challenges of transnational digital curation and 
the sustainability of digital humanities resources.

The HGRP hosted a virtual workshop for students 
and early career researchers in April 2022 on practical 
tips for research funding, featuring speakers from 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the 
Holocaust Educational Foundation, and the Alfred 
Landecker Foundation.

Finally, Sandra Lipner, a techne-funded PhD student at 
Royal Holloway had a three-month work placement at 
the Library, helping to co-curate the upcoming HGRP 
exhibition, Letters from the Holocaust, launching 
February 2023.

International Tracing Service
The Library remains the only site in the UK where a 
full copy of the ITS Digital Archive can be accessed. 
We continue to use this collection to support 
survivors, help families discover the unique histories 
of their lost relatives, and assist academics using 
the archive for their research. This year, the ITS 
Digital Archive Team researched the experiences of 
209 individual victims of the Holocaust, uncovering 
evidence of what happened to them often for the 
first time. The team is raising awareness of the 
archive and how it can be used to uncover the fates 
of victims and survivors of Nazi persecution. 

In November 2021, the team embarked on 
Recovery & Repair: Supporting Jewish Family 
Histories of the Holocaust in Britain, a three-year 
programme intended to bring the Library’s research 
support services to broader audiences. We have 
already delivered successful outreach trips to 
Belfast and Manchester, and our next visit will be  
to Leeds and Huddersfield in Autumn 2022.

Opposite, top: Members of 
the ITS Digital Archive Team at 
Manchester Jewish Museum in 
May 2022, as part of the Recovery 
and Repair programme.
Wiener Holocaust Library

Opposite, bottom: English lessons 
taking place on the terrace of the 
Jewish Relief Unit mess, Hannover, 
c. 1946–48. 
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections

Opposite, inset: A document to 
be displayed as part of HGRP's 
forthcoming exhibition, Letters 
from the Holocaust.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections 

Right: International Tracing 
Service document, a prisoner  
list from Mauthausen 
Concentration Camp.
Courtesy of the International Tracing 
Service Archive

Find out more about the HGRP

Find out more about the ITS
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Events

In February 2022 we welcomed visitors to 
the Library for the Hans Albrecht Foundation 
Human Rights Award and annual lecture. 
This year’s prize recipient was the Kent 
Refugee Action Network, and the lecture 
was delivered by award-winning journalist 
and author Daniel Trilling on the theme  
of ‘refugees in Europe then and now’. 
For the second Annual Alfred Wiener Holocaust 
Memorial Lecture, Professor Jan Grabowski 
discussed how scholars of the Holocaust find 
themselves confronted with the hostile reactions 
of various states pursuing the policies of Holocaust 
distortion. We heard how this situation has acquired 
particular importance and urgency in Poland. Top: Jewish refugees stranded on the 

Hungarian-Czechoslovak border, 1938. 
© B. Birnbach, Wiener Holocaust Library 
Collections

Above: Professor Jan Grabowski,  
Holocaust Memorial Day.
Gresham College

"Historians of the Holocaust often 
discuss the issue of the future of Jewish 
testimony: what will happen once the 
generation of survivors passes away? In 
the Warsaw courtroom I heard an answer 
to that question, and it made me fear that 
history and historians of the Shoah were 
facing a threat more dangerous than ever 
before... A small battle has been won but 
the war is not over."
Professor Jan Grabowski
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In May 2022 we hosted a panel discussion 
following the ceremony to lay Britain’s first 
Stolperstein, commemorating Ada van Dantzig, 
a young Dutch-Jewish paintings conservator. 
Comprising the largest decentralised art 
installation in the world, these small brass plaques 
are placed in the pavement in front of the homes 
or places of work of victims of Nazi persecution. 

In January 2022 the Library co-convened and 
hosted a conference, Echoes of Fascism:  
The Radical Right in the Twenty-First Century. 
It explored various facets of the challenge and 
threat posed by the radical right and neo-fascist 
movements today.

Our Holocaust Memorial Day 2022 event focused 
on the experiences of victims of Nazi genocide on the 
day that they were deported to ghettos and camps, 
and included readings from the Library’s collection of 
eyewitness accounts of the Holocaust on this theme.

Left: Stolperstein commemorating 
Ava Van Dantzig, Golden Square, 
London

Left: German artist  
Gunter Demnig lays the 
Stolperstein.
Wiener Holocaust Library

Below: Mayor of Camden, 
Sabrina Francis speaks at 
our Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2022 Event.
Wiener Holocaust Library

Find out more about 
upcoming events



Every member counts…
Join us now to help support the future work of the Library

In recent years, demands upon the Library have increased as 
we face rising antisemitism, racism and distortion and denial 
of the facts about the Holocaust and genocide. We need to 
continue our important work now to ensure our Collections are 
put to the best possible use and to the service of the future. 
Becoming a member is a powerful way you can support us in 
working towards our wider mission. In return, you can enjoy our 
exclusive member benefits and know that you are playing a 
significant role in the future success of the Library.

As a member you will benefit from: 
• An annual evening tour of our new 

collections and exhibitions, with a drinks 
reception, exclusive to members

• 10% discount in our on-site and online shops

• Receive a copy of our Annual Review

• Borrow up to six books from our lending 
stock (annual members only)

• Advanced priority booking for public events

• Add one young person, up to the age of 18  
to your membership for no additional costAnnual membership:  

Become a member today for £120 per year

Monthly membership:  
Become a member today for £12.50 per month

Annual student membership:  
Become a member today for £60 per year

Membership options
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Join today: 

'The Belsen Hockey Teams', Enid Fordham Photo Album.
Wiener Holocaust Library Collections
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Oct 2021

Nov 2021
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THERE isn’t much that’ll 
make Dr Barbara Warnock 
stop in her tracks, but the 
image of a woman grasping 

a Union Jack with a swastika at its 
centre did.

It was taken at a British Union of 
Fascists (BUF) event in the 1930s. 
“It’s quite striking,” Warnock says. 

The image is part of a new exhibi-
tion, This Fascist Life, at The Wiener 
Holocaust Library in London. 

It’s been put together in response 
to what the library calls the growth 
in strength of right-wing radicalism 
in Europe and elsewhere – and aims 
to understand what drew people into 
the organisations promoting hateful 
ideologies.

Warnock says there are many 
parallels between the conditions 
that gave rise to fascism in the in-
ter-war period and today’s social  
problems. 

And she says that while Oswald 
Mosley’s BUF failed to garner the 
same levels of support in Scotland as 
it did in some areas of England, it was 
still here.

“We want people to think about 
the circumstances in which fascism 
becomes more of a threat,” she told 
the Sunday National, “and how these 
ideologies are perhaps spreading 

CAMPAIGNERS are calling for Black 
history to be celebrated and taught in 
Scottish schools.

The call comes as Black History 
Month marks its 20th year in 
Scotland after being established in 
2001 by the Coalition for Racial 
Equality and Rights (CRER).

A full programme of events is again 
taking place this year – but Nelson 
Cummins of CRER said a month was 
not enough for this “crucial” work.

with the racism they still experience 
today.

He said: “It offers an opportunity 
for us to reflect on Scotland’s 
‘hidden histories’ and further our 
understanding of histories that we 
are often not taught about.”

The month’s programme is 
continuing to grow with partners 
across community, voluntary and 
public sectors contributing dozens of 
events every October, including talks, 
concerts, workshops, film screenings 
and exhibitions.

Highlights include a panel event 
on Climate Change, Sustainability 
and Race, featuring one of the 
three claimants taking the UK 

to have its own national museum 
of empire, slavery, colonialism and 
migration as it would bring together 
narratives on the country’s Black 
history as well as “offer a space for 
learning and reflection” on how to 
be “more equal and inclusive”.

While CRER says a month is not 
enough to mark Black history, the 
organisation believes it still has an 
important role to play.

Cummins explained that its origins 
were rooted in the solidarity of the 
anti-racist movement and created the 
chance to celebrate the contributions 
of minority ethnic people to Scotland 
as well as recognise the historic 
racism they had suffered, together 

He said: “Black history is 
Scotland’s history and needs to be 
more integrated into the ways in 
which we teach and tell stories about 
Scotland. 

“It is as crucial as ever that Black 
history is celebrated and taught here. 
This only happens with a change in 
our history and heritage sectors and 
our education system.”

Cummins said CRER would 
continue to campaign for Scotland 

through political rhetoric and online 
dissemination.”

Held in connection with the Euro-
pean Fascist Movements 1918-1941 
project, the exhibition looks at how 
fascist political parties, militia and 
movements emerged across Europe 
in the years after the First World War. 

United by ultra-nationalist ideas, 
they supported the accession to 
power of fascist parties in Italy, Ger-
many and Austria and helped enable 
German occupations and the Nazis’ 
policies of persecution and genocide 
across Europe.

It’s opened during a week in which 
a 100-year-old former SS guard has 
gone on trial in Germany on charg-
es of helping to send more than 
3500 people to their deaths at the  

Sachsenhausen concentration camp 
near Berlin between 1942 and 1945.

More than 200,000 people died 
there from 1936 onwards.

Dr Alfred Wiener, whose archives 
the exhibition draws on, was among 
the German Jews who fled to safety, 
and the library that bears his name is 
the world’s oldest and the UK’s larg-
est archive of original material on the 
Nazi era and Holocaust.

There’s material on summer camps 
in Romania, student parades in 
Austria and pamphlets printed in  
England. 

While anti-Semitism was, Warnock 
says, “more of a feature of some move-
ments than others”, most champi-
oned an idealised male and relegated 
the female, if they considered women 
at all. And there’s a shared emphasis 
on outdoor activity and a rigidly set 
sense of community.

THE exhibition encourages us 
to think about where these 
ideals might flourish now. 

“They all have this fixation 
with strong male bodies and men as 
active and heroic. They tended to 
exclude women, though that varied 
from country to country, and most of 
the movements embraced violence,” 
Warnock says. “The focus on mascu-

Campaign calls for Black history   to be taught in classroom

EXCLUSIVE 
BY KIRSTEEN 
PATERSON

More integration ‘crucial’ as Scotland 
marks month with events programme

New exhibition draws on lessons of history

BY NAN SPOWART

Government to court to challenge 
the Oil and Gas Authority’s policy in 
the North Sea and the subsidies and 
tax breaks the industry is given by 
the UK Government.

The activism of Mikaela Loach, 
right, focuses on the harm caused 
by the fossil fuel industry and the 
intersections of the climate crisis 
with oppressive systems such as 
white supremacy and migrant 
injustices.

The online event is organised by 
the Coalition for Racial Equality 
and Rights on October 19 and will 
seek to understand the intersections 
between Black history and the 
environment, including discussions 

linity and the male body is part of the 
appeal.

“They’re very much trying to create 
a sense of community. Whilst there 
were ideological, fanatical people, for 
ordinary members it was more of a 
mixed picture; the ideology might be 
only part of it. 

“That’s kind of fascinating. With 
extremist politics we tend to always 
think people are constantly thinking 
about extremist ideas – not necessar-
ily. In some ways, that is more danger-
ous. 

“We are trying to look at what would 

attract people to join in large numbers 
and stay members.”

Scottish places with BUF branches 
included Motherwell and Aberdeen. 

“They claimed to have branches 
throughout Scotland,” says Warnock. 
“Mosley did visit.

“Compared to somewhere like the 
East End of London and certain parts 
of England, despite there being a BUF 
organisation in Scotland, it didn’t at-
tract that much support. 

“The BUF didn’t understand the 
specific situation in Scotland. The 
total lack of understanding around 

Why the threat of 
fascism is not a 

scourge of the past

AN exhibition about poet Hugh 
MacDiarmid has opened amid fears 
he has begun to be written out of cul-
tural and political history.

It features new poems and paint-
ings which shed light on MacDiar-
mid, who is regarded as the greatest 
Scottish poet of the 20th century and 
recognised internationally.

However, poet Alan Riach, pro-
fessor of Scottish Literature at the 
University of Glasgow, said MacDi-
armid, along with RB Cunninghame 
Graham, were in danger of being  
forgotten.

“They have begun to be written 
out of cultural and political history, 
but they are absolutely central,” said  
Riach.

He added that it could be because 
both were “really awkward figures”. 

“MacDiarmid backed every horse 
that ran although without him we 
wouldn’t have a Scottish Parliament 
today,” said Riach. “He wanted on 
his tombstone ‘a disgrace to the 
community’ and, as Seamus Heaney 
pointed out, he gave his enemies a lot 
to work with. But he is a great poet in 
world literature.”

The exhibition is in Biggar, where 
MacDiarmid lived along with his 
wife, Valda, from 1951 until his death 
in 1978. It brings together portraits 
by acclaimed artists Alexander Mof-
fat and Ruth Nicol along with new 
poems by Riach, giving an insight 
into the couple’s life in a small cot-
tage which initially had no running 
water or indoor toilet.

Ditches for drains for some ameni-
ties were later dug by members of 
the Young Communist League and 
students from Edinburgh University 
led by Alex McCrindle – who became 
an actor with a part in Star Wars  
and is credited as the first to utter 
the famous words “may the Force be 
with you”.

Other visitors to the cottage includ-
ed beat poet Allen Ginsberg, and the 
exhibition gives an insight into Mac-
Diarmid’s links with luminaries like 
Hamish Henderson, Dmitri Shosta-
kovich and Ronald Stevenson, as well 
as his domestic life with Valda.

A book has been produced to go 
along with the exhibition at Biggar 
Museum, and there are also public 
talks scheduled on October 23 and 
November 6.

“The exhibition shows him as a  
human being, a husband with his 
wife, but is also about the cottage it-
self which was a cradle, a shelter for 
creativity and thinking and writing,” 
said Riach.

“You could think of that period 
and MacDiarmid in that time as dull, 
grey and grim and seriously depress-
ing because of the poverty but when 
you see this it is full of colour.”

Bid to ‘write 
Scots poet 
out of history’ 
challenged

The Wiener 
Holocaust 
Library’s 
exhibition puts 
a spotlight on 
support in Britain 
for the Nazis, and 
includes material,  
top-right, showing 
the fascist 
obsession with 
manhood

BY NAN SPOWART

Mount Stuart, a neo-Gothic 
Victorian mansion on Bute,  
holds one of only two works  

by Mary Edmonia Lewis in  
public collections in the  
UK and her only work in 
Scotland. 

Mount Stuart will put her 
sculpture on permanent 
display this month and there 
is a roundtable discussion 

on the life and work of Lewis, 
her refusal to conform and her 

relationship to Bute at an online 
event on October 22.

For the full programme go to https://
www.blackhistorymonthscotland.org

the issues of sectarianism is one 
reason why they didn’t appeal that  
much.”

But, she cautions, “they were there, 
they had meetings, they had protests, 
there was sometimes violence. It’s not 
like it was completely absent.”

The far-right Independent Green 
Voice, founded by former Ukip mem-
ber Alistair McConnachie, ran in the 
recent Holyrood election, as did for-
mer Britain First figurehead Jayda 
Fransen, who was branded a fascist 
by Nicola Sturgeon when the two 
met on a Glasgow street in May. Nei-

ther Fransen nor McConnachie was  
successful.

A Ben Nevis stunt by the Patriot 
 Alternative group this summer met 
with widespread condemnation.

Warnock doesn’t want to talk about 
specific figures, but says “we are now 
seeing a rising threat from far-right 
groups” in Europe. 

She goes on: “While the situation 
in the inter-war period was specific 
to then, where you have got situations 
of economic uncertainty, of political 
instability, of democratic institutions 
being eroded, of social problems, it 
would seem that these are the circum-
stances in which fascism is more ap-
pealing to people.”

WARNOCK also points to 
the issue of small boats 
carrying asylum seekers 
across the English 

Channel and “the way that some 
figures have created a political issue 
that mainstream politicians have 
then responded to”.

Meanwhile, Covid has seen an “ex-
plosion” in anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theories, she says, and there’s a nota-
ble misogyny present in some online 
spaces. “What we are seeing is, even 
if they aren’t signed up to anything, 
there are people online and it’s like 
a mass membership thing in these 
shared communities.

“It’s a bit alarming,” she says, “the 
rise of certain attitudes.”

on how Black and minority 
ethnic communities are impacted 
disproportionately by the 
worsening climate, how Black 
voices are often excluded 
from climate activism and 
how policymakers can 
be held accountable at 
the upcoming COP26 
conference in Glasgow.

Elsewhere on the 
programme, there will be a 
spotlight on the connection 
between Bute and the first 
Black and Indigenous person to 
achieve international recognition 
and acclaim for her work as a 
sculptor in the 19th century.
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Stories of refugees who fled
Nazis revealed in online map

The Holocaust

The digital map has been created by the Wiener Holocaust Library
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Stories of refugees who fled Nazis revealed in online map - BBC News https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-59518842

1 of 9 14/08/2022, 16:17
An interactive map revealing the stories of refugees who fled Nazi anti-
Semitism and persecution during the 20th Century has been launched.

The online resource uses identity papers, diaries and other documents to
visually trace the routes taken by people as they moved across Europe.

It has been created by the London-based Wiener Holocaust Library.

Refugee campaigner Lord Alf Dubs said the map would help people
"reconnect with their scattered pasts".

The documents used in the refugee map come from the library's collection of
family papers.

The institution, in Russell Square, was founded in 1933 to act as the UK's
national archive of the Holocaust and genocide. It holds more than one million
items in its collection.

Stories from the refugee map

A tracing request made by Henny Jacoby aYer World War Two as she searched for her family

WIENER HOLOCAUST LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

Stories of refugees who fled Nazis revealed in online map - BBC News https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-59518842
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Jan 2022

Feb 2022

March 2022 

“If ever you need-
ed to see the 
world-changing 
power of a library, 
this is it”

Jan 2022

“Even as the Holocaust  
recedes in time, the  
Library’s efforts to gather  
information have only 
stepped up.”
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We would like to offer our deepest thanks to our generous key 
funding partners, supporters, members and volunteers, including 
those who wish to remain anonymous. 
We are incredibly grateful for your continued support to the Library.  
Without your commitment, carrying out our important work would not be possible.

KEY FUNDING PARTNERS 
Association of Jewish Refugees (AJR)
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
Ernest Hecht Charitable Foundation
Pears Foundation
Sigrid Rausing Trust

SUPPORTERS 
The Andor Charitable Trust
Arts Council England
Aspect Charitable Trust
The Pauline and Harold Berman Charitable Trust
B’nai B’rith Leo Baeck (London) Lodge Trust Fund
Colin and Sue Boswell 
Briess Family Charitable Trust
Sheila and Denis Cohen Charitable Trust
Jeremy Coller Foundation 
Caroline Dale
Renee Danziger
David Berg Foundation
Graham Davin
Sir Mick and Lady Barbara Davis –The Davis Foundation
Peter and Leanda Englander
Lord Finkelstein OBE
The Foyle Foundation
The Fraenkel Charitable Trust
Harbour Foundation
The Jacob Foundation (previously The Kessler Foundation)
The Kobler Trust
The Margarethe Charitable Trust
The Margulies Family
Marsh Charitable Trust 
National Lottery Heritage Fund
Juliet and Richard Romain
Rothschild Foundation Hanadiv Europe
The Alan and Babette Sainsbury Charitable Fund
Salomon Oppenheimer Philanthropic Foundation
Jonathan Scherer
Toni Schiff Memorial 
The Stuart Rossiter Trust 
Ellen and Richard Schmidt
Helen and Anthony Spiro
Philippa and Jimmy Strauss
TownsWeb Archiving
Clare Ungerson
The Weldon UK Charitable Trust
Rosie and Andreas Wesemann
Wiener Library Endowment Trust

LEGACIES
Ernst Fraenkel
Dr Lilian Furst
Anne Goodwin 
Jean Harff
Dr Harold Jarvis
Andrey Kodin
Gunter Lubowski
Charles Regan
Gerry Sigler

PATRONS
Dr Yossi Beilin
Helena Bonham Carter CBE
Dr Colin Boswell
Sir Andrew Burns KCMG
Mr Jonathan Caplan QC
Sir Mick Davis
Lord Finkelstein OBE
Prof Anthony Finkelstein CBE
Mr Martin Fraenkel
The Rt Hon Margaret Hodge DBE MP
Mrs Tamara Isaacs CB
Ms Emma Kane
Mr David Lewis
Mr Shahid Malik
Dr Gabriele Matzner-Holzer
The Rt Hon David Miliband
Rabbi the Baroness Neuberger DBE
The Lord Pannick QC
Dame Esther Rantzen DBE
The Rt Hon Sir Malcolm Rifkind
The Rt Hon Sir Bernard Rix QC
Mrs Ellen Schmidt

JOINT PRESIDENTS
Prof Alan Montefiore
Mr Anthony Spiro OBE

TRUSTEES
Mr Anthony Landes (Chair)
Ms Catherine Colloms
Mr Arend Dikkers
Mr Jonathan Glazer
Mr Frank Harding
Mr Ian Haworth
Dr Lizzie Marx
Prof Philip Spencer
Dr Zoë Waxman
Mr Andreas Wesemann
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